United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, Virginia 23061

Date: Nov. 13, 2013
Online Project Review Certification Letter
Project Name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408; Surry - Skiffes Ck - Whealton Powerline Project
Dear Applicant:
Thank you for using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Virginia Field Office online
project review process. By printing this letter in conjunction with your project review package,
you are certifying that you have completed the online project review process for the referenced
project in accordance with all instructions provided, using the best available information to reach
your conclusions. This letter, and the enclosed project review package, completes the review of
your project in accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544, 87
Stat. 884), as amended (ESA), and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668668c, 54 Stat. 250), as amended (Eagle Act). This letter also provides information for your
project review under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190, 42 U.S.C.
4321-4347, 83 Stat. 852), as amended. A copy of this letter and the project review package must
be submitted to this office for this certification to be valid. This letter and the project review
package will be maintained in our records.
The species conclusions table in the enclosed project review package summarizes your ESA and
Eagle Act conclusions. These conclusions resulted in “no effect” and/or “not likely to adversely
affect” determinations for listed species and critical habitat and/or “no Eagle Act permit
required” determinations for eagles regarding potential effects of your proposed project. We
certify that the use of the online project review process in strict accordance with the instructions
provided as documented in the enclosed project review package results in reaching the
appropriate determinations. Therefore, we concur with the “no effect” and “not likely to
adversely affect” determinations for listed species and critical habitat and “no Eagle Act permit
required” determinations for eagles. Additional coordination with this office is not needed.
Candidate species are not legally protected pursuant to the ESA. However, the Service
encourages consideration of these species by avoiding adverse impacts to them. Please contact
this office for additional coordination if your project action area contains candidate species.
Should project plans change or if additional information on the distribution of listed species,
critical habitat, or bald eagles becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered. This
certification letter is valid for one year.
Applicant
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Information about the online project review process including instructions and use, species
information, and other information regarding project reviews within Virginia is available at our
website http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/endspecies/project_reviews.html. If you
have any questions, please contact Kimberly Smith of this office at (804) 693-6694, extension
124.
Sincerely,
/s/ Cynthia A. Schulz
Cindy Schulz
Supervisor
Virginia Field Office

Enclosures - project review package

Species Conclusions Table
Project Name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408; Surry-Skiffes Creek-Whealton Powerline Project
Date: Nov. 13, 2013
Species/Resource Name

Sensitive joint-vetch
(Aeschynomene virginica)

Small whorled pogonia
(Isotria medeoloides)

Conclusion

Suitable habitat
present, species not
present

Suitable habitat
present, species not
present

ESA Section 7 / Eagle Act
Determination

Species Info / Habitat Description

Notes / Determination

Not likely to adversely affect

"The joint-vetch occurs in fresh to slightly brackish tidal
river systems, within the intertidal zone where
populations are flooded twice daily. It typically occurs
at the outer fringe of marshes or shores; its presence in
marsh interiors may be a result of nutrient deficiencies,
ice scouring, or muskrat herbivory. The sensitive jointvetch is found in localities where plant diversity is high
and annual species are prevalent. Bare to sparsely
vegetated substrates appear to be a habitat feature of
critical importance for establishment and growth of this
species."

Surry - Skiffes Segment: Habitat Survey (attached)
found only marginal habitat; and no individuals
observed. Skiffes - Whealton segment: habitat survey
(attached) concluded no habitat or individuals found.

Not likely to adversely affect

"Small whorled pogonia is an herbaceous perennial
orchid found in ordinary looking third-growth upland
forests with an open understory and a closed canopy
where the topography is typically moderately sloping or
almost level. The plants are usually associated with
decaying vegetative matter such as fallen trunks and
limbs, leaf litter, bark, and tree roots."

Surry - Skiffes Segment: Habitat Survey (attached)
found no suitable habitat; and no individuals observed.
Skiffes - Whealton segment (including Swithching
Station): habitat survey (attached) concluded habitat
present but no individuals found.

Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Eagle Nests

Eagle Concentration Areas

May disturb nesting
bald eagles
Does intersect with
bald eagle
concentration area

Eagle Act permit may be required

Eagle Act permit may be required

Eagle Nest Take Application Filed (attached)
If a Department of Army Permit is issued a Special
Condition will be added to advise the applicant how to
address the Species

Critical Habitat
N/A
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Species Conclusions Table
Other (other species not listed above or required coordination for NOAA, DCR, & VDGIF)
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
PHONE: (804)693-6694 FAX: (804)693-9032
URL: www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2VA00-2014-SLI-0279
Project Name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408

November 12, 2013

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project.

To Whom It May Concern:
The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, and proposed species, designated
critical habitat, and candidate species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed
project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of
the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can
be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed
list.
The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and
endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.
A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having

similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.
If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.
Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
Attachment
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408

Official Species List
Provided by:
VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
(804) 693-6694
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2VA00-2014-SLI-0279
Project Type: Transmission Line
Project Description: Part 1 of 2; Construct new and upgrade existing electrical transmission
powerline and associated infastructure, known as Surry - Skiffes Creek - Whealton project. The
proposed project will begin in Surry Co at the Nuclear Power Plant, cross the James River near
Skiffes Creek in James City Co, and continue through existing ROW in Newport News, York, and
Hampton.
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Project Location Map:

Project Coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-76.6956183 37.1638948, -76.695617 37.1639018, 76.6956133 37.163908, -76.6956077 37.1639124, -76.6956009 37.1639146, -76.6955937
37.1639143, -76.6705449 37.1580398, -76.6636953 37.1600869, -76.6607793 37.1760725, 76.6607763 37.1760798, -76.6607708 37.1760855, -76.6607635 37.1760885, -76.6168206
37.1848412, -76.6139072 37.1862066, -76.6111683 37.1886613, -76.608766 37.2063001, 76.6087649 37.2063045, -76.6058513 37.2139347, -76.6113266 37.2194005, -76.611331
37.219407, -76.6113325 37.2194147, -76.611331 37.2194223, -76.6113267 37.2194288, 76.6113202 37.2194332, -76.6113125 37.2194347, -76.6113049 37.2194332, -76.6112984
37.2194289, -76.6058139 37.2139539, -76.6058096 37.2139475, -76.605808 37.2139401, -
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76.6058093 37.2139326, -76.6087267 37.2062924, -76.6111297 37.1886486, -76.6111318
37.1886419, -76.6111362 37.1886364, -76.6138827 37.1861748, -76.6138875 37.1861716, 76.6168058 37.184804, -76.6168104 37.1848025, -76.6607424 37.1760519, -76.6636581
37.1600676, -76.6636607 37.1600608, -76.6636656 37.1600554, -76.6636721 37.160052, 76.6705386 37.1579999, -76.6705489 37.1579996, -76.6955783 37.1638696, -76.6955783
37.1629372, -76.6955798 37.1629295, -76.6955842 37.1629231, -76.6955906 37.1629187, 76.6955983 37.1629172, -76.695606 37.1629187, -76.6956124 37.1629231, -76.6956168
37.1629295, -76.6956183 37.1629372, -76.6956183 37.1638948)))
Project Counties: James City, VA | Surry, VA

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 11/12/2013 12:05 PM

3

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408

Endangered Species Act Species List
Species lists are not entirely based upon the current range of a species but may also take into consideration actions that
affect a species that exists in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list because a
project could affect downstream species. Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.
sensitive joint-vetch (Aeschynomene virginica)
Listing Status: Threatened
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
PHONE: (804)693-6694 FAX: (804)693-9032
URL: www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2VA00-2014-SLI-0283
Project Name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408

November 12, 2013

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project.

To Whom It May Concern:
The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, and proposed species, designated
critical habitat, and candidate species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed
project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of
the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can
be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed
list.
The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and
endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.
A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having

similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.
If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.
Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
Attachment
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408

Official Species List
Provided by:
VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
(804) 693-6694
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2VA00-2014-SLI-0283
Project Type: Transmission Line
Project Description: Part 2 of 2; Construct new and upgrade existing electrical transmission
powerline and associated infastructure, known as Surry - Skiffes Creek - Whealton project. The
proposed project will begin in Surry Co at the Nuclear Power Plant, cross the James River near
Skiffes Creek in James City Co, and continue through existing ROW in Newport News, York, and
Hampton.
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Project Location Map:

Project Coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-76.6119979 37.2195902, -76.6119968 37.2195979, 76.6119928 37.2196046, -76.6119866 37.2196093, -76.611979 37.2196113, -76.6119713
37.2196102, -76.6119646 37.2196062, -76.6057891 37.2140732, -76.6057847 37.2140675, 76.6057825 37.2140607, -76.6056935 37.2133139, -76.601499 37.2102464, -76.6014941
37.2102413, -76.6014913 37.2102347, -76.601491 37.2102276, -76.6027721 37.200737, 76.5925766 37.1963709, -76.5925698 37.1963661, -76.5925656 37.196359, -76.5920526
37.1948606, -76.5830462 37.188096, -76.5787572 37.1856358, -76.5743005 37.1839971, 76.5713015 37.184475, -76.5713006 37.1844751, -76.5652067 37.1851589, -76.5651977
37.1851578, -76.56519 37.1851528, -76.5630442 37.1828962, -76.5630428 37.1828945, -
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76.5630427 37.1828944, -76.5630408 37.1828919, -76.5551092 37.1724938, -76.5499478
37.1658947, -76.5499471 37.1658937, -76.5472928 37.1620089, -76.5463553 37.1619964, 76.54278 37.1620395, -76.5368232 37.164937, -76.5307693 37.1678997, -76.5307667 37.1679007,
-76.5153129 37.1729618, -76.5153046 37.1729627, -76.5152967 37.1729601, -76.5152905
37.1729545, -76.5093315 37.1646808, -76.499522 37.1513056, -76.4904265 37.1514026, 76.4731588 37.151702, -76.4731504 37.1517003, -76.4731434 37.1516951, -76.4731393
37.1516875, -76.4731105 37.1515874, -76.4729527 37.1515891, -76.472944 37.1515872, 76.4729369 37.1515817, -76.472933 37.1515736, -76.4721931 37.1484021, -76.4720214
37.1478059, -76.462162 37.1419262, -76.4621557 37.1419203, -76.4621525 37.1419122, 76.4621529 37.1419036, -76.462157 37.141896, -76.4621979 37.1418481, -76.4621277
37.1418064, -76.4621213 37.1418004, -76.4621181 37.1417923, -76.4621187 37.1417836, 76.4621229 37.1417759, -76.4656764 37.1377764, -76.4671716 37.1360261, -76.4661982
37.1315587, -76.4651118 37.126862, -76.4651116 37.1268538, -76.4651148 37.1268462, 76.4651207 37.1268405, -76.4715594 37.1228082, -76.4765789 37.1165109, -76.4652297
37.0946909, -76.4315749 37.0309203, -76.4315727 37.0309129, -76.4315735 37.0309051, 76.4315772 37.0308982, -76.4315833 37.0308933, -76.4315907 37.0308911, -76.4315985
37.0308919, -76.4316054 37.0308956, -76.4316103 37.0309017, -76.4768821 37.1165723, 76.4768843 37.1165797, -76.4768835 37.1165874, -76.4768799 37.1165943, -76.4717129
37.1228907, -76.4717078 37.1228951, -76.465214 37.1268535, -76.4662373 37.1315503, 76.4672729 37.136027, -76.4672728 37.1360364, -76.4672684 37.1360448, -76.4657051
37.1378043, -76.4622592 37.141838, -76.4720529 37.1476524, -76.4720588 37.1476578, 76.4720622 37.1476651, -76.4722319 37.1483924, -76.4731405 37.1515471, -76.4904222
37.1513627, -76.4994878 37.1512055, -76.499497 37.1512076, -76.4995042 37.1512137, 76.4995421 37.1512654, -76.4997068 37.1512636, -76.499716 37.1512658, -76.4997232
37.1512719, -76.5093663 37.1646606, -76.5153229 37.1727825, -76.5308989 37.1677742, 76.5368092 37.1648993, -76.5427294 37.162002, -76.542738 37.162, -76.5427703 37.1619996, 76.5429484 37.161913, -76.5429574 37.161911, -76.546358 37.1619564, -76.547287 37.1619452,
-76.5472934 37.1619462, -76.5472992 37.1619492, -76.5473037 37.1619539, -76.5473141
37.1619692, -76.5473176 37.1619692, -76.5473263 37.1619714, -76.5473333 37.1619772, 76.563074 37.1828694, -76.5652121 37.185118, -76.5712957 37.1844354, -76.5742994
37.1839567, -76.5743094 37.1839577, -76.5787726 37.1855988, -76.5787757 37.1856003, 76.5830672 37.188062, -76.5830692 37.1880633, -76.5920815 37.1948323, -76.5920857
37.1948365, -76.5920884 37.1948418, -76.5926005 37.1963376, -76.6028019 37.2007062, 76.6028089 37.2007112, -76.6028131 37.2007187, -76.6028138 37.2007273, -76.6015322
37.2102212, -76.6057241 37.2132868, -76.6057296 37.2132928, -76.6057322 37.2133005, -
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76.6058214 37.2140484, -76.6119912 37.2195764, -76.6119959 37.2195826, -76.6119979
37.2195902), (-76.5590006 37.1775294, -76.5476746 37.1624967, -76.5499798 37.1658706, 76.5551408 37.1724693, -76.5551409 37.1724695, -76.5590006 37.1775294), (-76.5447812
37.1619754, -76.5429616 37.1619511, -76.5428642 37.1619985, -76.5447812 37.1619754), (76.4994929 37.1512659, -76.4994781 37.1512457, -76.4964273 37.1512986, -76.4994929
37.1512659), (-76.473099 37.1515475, -76.4724092 37.1491524, -76.4729683 37.1515489, 76.473099 37.1515475), (-76.4655326 37.1285037, -76.4651734 37.1268548, -76.465154
37.1268669, -76.4655326 37.1285037), (-76.4665745 37.1259773, -76.4716841 37.1228627, 76.4768405 37.1165792, -76.4653297 37.0947966, -76.4766203 37.116504, -76.4766225
37.1165113, -76.4766218 37.1165189, -76.4766182 37.1165257, -76.4715885 37.1228358, 76.4715835 37.1228403, -76.4665745 37.1259773), (-76.4670442 37.1362368, -76.4672316
37.1360259, -76.4669031 37.1346057, -76.4672128 37.1360272, -76.4672127 37.1360364, 76.4672085 37.1360445, -76.4670442 37.1362368), (-76.4622243 37.1418173, -76.4643374
37.1393437, -76.4621689 37.1417844, -76.4622243 37.1418173), (-76.4720467 37.1477745, 76.4720252 37.1476824, -76.4622328 37.1418688, -76.4622028 37.141904, -76.4720467
37.1477745), (-76.5066199 37.160916, -76.4996968 37.1513037, -76.4995712 37.151305, 76.5066199 37.160916), (-76.530753 37.1678631, -76.5153214 37.172825, -76.5153132
37.1728259, -76.5153053 37.1728233, -76.5152992 37.1728178, -76.5120782 37.1684259, 76.5153144 37.1729192, -76.530753 37.1678631), (-76.4844196 37.1514667, -76.473152
37.151587, -76.4731735 37.1516617, -76.4844196 37.1514667)))
Project Counties: Hampton, VA | James City, VA | Newport News, VA | York, VA

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 11/12/2013 12:52 PM

4

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Project name: NAO-2012-00080 / 13-V0408

Endangered Species Act Species List
Species lists are not entirely based upon the current range of a species but may also take into consideration actions that
affect a species that exists in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list because a
project could affect downstream species. Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.
sensitive joint-vetch (Aeschynomene virginica)
Listing Status: Threatened
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