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September 4, 2012 

 

John Haynes 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District 

Fort Norfolk 

803 Front Street 

Norfolk, VA 23510 

 

RE: Willoughby Spit and Vicinity Hurricane Protection and Beach Erosion Control 

 City of Norfolk, Virginia 

 DHR File No. 2012-4033 

 Received August 13, 2012 

 

Dear Mr. Haynes: 

 

On August 13, 2012 we received your request for our comments on the referenced project. It is our 

understanding the project involves the placement of dredged sand along the beachfront sections of Willoughby 

Spit and Ocean View within the City of Norfolk, Virginia. Following the consideration of several alternatives, 

the dredged material would only be used for beach nourishment without the construction of a new sand berm. 

Dredged sand material would be gathered from the Thimble Shoals Auxiliary Channels area located just north 

of Cape Henry.  

 

Although the Willoughby Spit and Ocean View areas of Norfolk contain numerous previously identified 

architectural resources, DHR has no concerns for negative effects to above-ground resources as any visual 

impacts would be minimal and temporary. 

 

With respect to archaeological sites, previous investigations (Tidewater Atlantic Research 2000, 2007; 

Panamerican Maritime 2000) have determined that no significant cultural resources lie within the Thimble 

Shoals Auxiliary Channels area. Given this information, it is our recommendation to the Corps that this project 

will have No Adverse Effect on historic properties 

 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this project.  If you have any questions concerning our 

comments, or if we may provide any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at (804) 482-6452; 

brad.mcdonald@dhr.virginia.gov.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brad McDonald, Archaeologist 

Office of Review and Compliance 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

Department of Historic Resources 
 

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 
 

Douglas W. Domenech  

Secretary of Natural Resources 

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick 

Director 
 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 

Fax: (804) 367-2391 
TDD: (804) 367-2386 

www.dhr.virginia.gov 

mailto:brad.mcdonald@dhr.virginia.gov


Email from David O’Brien of NOAA 
Received August 2, 2013 
Topic: Willoughby Spit EFH assessment and sandbar shark HAPC 
 
 
Hello Janet, 
  
To confirm our recent telephone conversation, I have reviewed your draft EFH assessment for 
the Willoughby Spit hurricane protection protect which involves dredging sand from Thimble 
Shoal channel, depositing and spreading the material along the intertidal and supratidal shoreline.  
As we discussed, although the lower Chesapeake Bay is designated as a habitat area of particular 
concern (HAPC) for sandbar shark, the physical conditions at both the borrow site and the City 
of Norfolk's Willoughby Spit shoreline do not meet the habitat requirements as pupping or 
nursery areas for this species. Therefore, I am confident I will concur with your determination 
that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect sandbar shark HAPC.  
  
I look forward to working with you and reviewing your EFH assessment for this project. Please 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Regards, 
Dave 
    
 
David L. O'Brien 
Fisheries Biologist 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
1375 Greate Rd.  
P.O. Box 1346 
Gloucester Point, VA  23062 
804-684-7828 phone  
804-684-7910 fax 
david.l.o'brien@noaa.gov 
  



Email from Christine Vaccaro of NOAA 
Received August 1, 2013 
Topic: Willoughby Spit Project ESA Coordination 
 
No problem.  It indeed looks as though those activities are covered.  You're all set! 
 
-Chris 
 
Chris Vaccaro 
Fisheries Biologist 
Protected Resources Division 
NOAA Fisheries/NERO 
Gloucester, MA 
Phone: 978-281-9167 
Email: christine.vaccaro@noaa.gov 
 
On Thu, Aug 1, 2013 at 12:02 PM, Cote, Janet NAO <Janet.Cote@usace.army.mil> wrote: 
 
 Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
 Caveats: NONE 
  
 Chris, 
  
 Thanks for taking the time to talk about the Willoughby project.  I took a look through 
the BiOp and I believe that it does cover both the dredging and the placement.  Section 3.0 
describes the proposed actions that the BiOp covers.  The second paragraph of Section 3.1 "Port 
of Hampton Roads Approach Channels - Thimble Shoals and Atlantic Ocean Channel reads: 
  
 "The proposed action involves continued ongoing sand borrow operations, maintenance 
and future new work dredging of the AOC and TSC and the use of the associated dredged 
material placement sites. The project includes the entire footprint of these channels and the 
shoals contained within each channel, plus the entire footprint of the associated dredged material 
placement sites. The AOC and TSC are preferred sand borrow sources for beach nourishment 
and port development projects in the Hampton Roads region. Projects that have historically 
used, or are proposing to borrow from, the TSC and AOC includes the Craney Island Eastward 
Expansion, Virginia Beach Hurricane Protection Project, Willoughby Spit and Vicinity 
Hurricane Protection Project, and JEB Fort Story Beach Replenishment Project (U.S. Navy)." 
  
 The second sentence of that paragraph the proposed actions include the dredging  and  
"entire footprint of the associated dredged material placement sites." So as we discussed, I will 
describe the Biop in the ESA section of the EA and will add a description of the RPM's that must 
be followed and the conservation recommendations. 
  
 Again, thanks for your help, 
 J 
  



 Janet Cote 
 Ecologist 
 US Army Corps of Engineers 
 Norfolk District 
 Planning and Policy Branch 
 803 Front Street 
 Norfolk, VA  23510-1096 
 757-201-7837 
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