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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE DIRECTOR APPLAUDS


REMOVAL OF EMBREY DAM ON RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Steve Williams applauded the Army Corps of Engineers’ breaching of Embrey Dam today, calling the action “one of the most significant fish passage efforts in recent memory.”

The 22-foot high concrete dam, which stretched across more than a 1,000 feet of the

Rappahannock River in Fredericksburg, Virginia, was breached when Sen. John Warner pushed

a button that detonated explosives set in place by a joint Army-Air Force Reserve demolition team.  The charge opened a 150-foot passage.

The dam has long blocked fish such as American shad and striped bass from reaching their historic spawning and rearing grounds. With the dam breached, the Rappahannock will be free of obstacles from its source at Chester Gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains, to its mouth on the Chesapeake Bay, a distance of 184 miles, for the first time in 95 years.

Warner is a longtime champion of fish passage projects and today, the Corps of Engineers asked the senator to detonate the charge that made the Rappahannock the longest free-flowing river in the Eastern United States.

“This is just terrific,” said Williams.  “Fish passage is a tremendously popular program that has attracted such impressive lists of partners from every corner of the private and public sectors – and everybody wins.  The Corps has done a tremendous job, and I thank them for their work.”

The Fish and Wildlife Service, an Interior Department agency, is one of a number of partners with a long interest in Embrey Dam.

Williams said his agency provided the Corps with an assessment of environmental benefits related to the removal of Embrey Dam, which helped justify the structure’s demolition.

“Along with the Corps, the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, The Nature Conservancy and Virginia Commonwealth University, our agency has been involved with Embrey Dam for years,” Williams said. “ We have backed the Corps in their efforts to remove this dam for a long time.  We’re going to continue to help with riparian restoration and with other work to reduce erosion and maintain stable channel banks as the water is drawn down.  This is an exciting project.  We’re very glad to be a part of it.”

Embrey Dam, originally constructed in 1909 to supply hydroelectric power to the City of Fredericksburg, was abandoned as a power source in the late 1960s.  The dam has subsequently developed cracks and significant leaks and has long been viewed as a maintenance and safety liability by Fredericksburg officials.

American shad was once the most plentiful fish in Virginia and elsewhere in the East and George Washington was one of the early shad anglers.   But harvests gradually declined from more than 11 million pounds in Washington’s time to a point where Virginia placed a moratorium on shad fishing in 1993.  The Service and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries both point to blockages by dams as a critical problem for fish migration.


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.  The Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 542 national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas.  It also operates 69 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resource offices and 81 ecological services field stations.  The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts.  It also oversees the Federal Aid program, which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies.
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