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Fact Sheet

Embrey Dam Breaching Ceremony

February 23, 2004

A very important event in the life of the Fredericksburg community will occur in the very near future. The pertinent information about this event is contained in this FACT SHEET. Please review this information carefully and mark the date on your calendar.

What is the event?


For several years federal, state and local officials, environmental and conservation groups and many others have been working to remove the Embrey Dam from the Rappahannock River. Many studies have been conducted to assure that there will be no adverse impact resulting from the removal of the dam and the US Army Corps of Engineers is now prepared to move forward with the first stage of the removal process. This first stage involves the “breaching” of the dam by creating an approximately one hundred foot wide hole in the dam to permit the pool of water behind the dam to be safely drained and the river to flow through the dam unimpeded.

Why is the dam being removed from the river?


There are a number of reasons. These are: (1) the dam no longer performs the purpose for which it was constructed, i.e. electrical power generation; (2) the dam prevents access to the upper Rappahannock River and its tributaries by spawning fish and other activities associated with the life of the river; (3) the condition of the dam has deteriorated to the point that, if the dam is to remain on the river, its owner (the City of Fredericksburg) will have to invest significant funds to repair and maintain the structure; and (4) removal of the dam will eliminate the need for recreational users of the river (canoeists, kayakers and others) to portage around the dam.

How will the breach of the dam be accomplished?


After intensive study and planning, demolition teams from the US Army and the US Air Force Reserve will place explosives under the dam. The volume and strength of the explosives will be sufficient to create the one hundred foot wide hole in the dam.

When will this occur? 


Activities associated with this event will begin at 11:00 AM on Monday, February 23, 2004 with a ceremony to celebrate this milestone in the effort to return the river to its free flowing state. The actual breaching of the dam (i.e., the explosion) will occur at Noon that day or shortly thereafter.

Where will the ceremony be held?
There will be two venues for the ceremony. The outdoor venue will be on Fall Hill Avenue between Linden Avenue and Village Lane (see enclosed map). This is the location at which the ceremony preceding the breach of the dam will be held. There is an unimpeded view of the dam from this location and traffic will be rerouted during the event.

The indoor venue will be at the Fredericksburg National Guard Armory near the intersection of Jefferson Davis Highway (US Route 1) and William Street (Route 3) – (see area map). The ceremony preceding the breach of the dam will be broadcast onto screens at this location, as will the breach of the dam. 

This is a public event and everyone is invited. Seating will be limited at the outdoor venue and persons gathering at this location will obviously be subjected to the weather conditions that day. Persons desiring to participate in the event, but who do not want to be out of doors or in the vicinity of the dam at the time of the breach are encouraged to go to the Armory.

What do I need to know about the breach of the dam?


The breach of the dam will be accomplished through the use of a sufficient amount of explosives to create a one hundred foot wide hole in a twenty two foot high reinforced concrete structure. Conditions in the vicinity of the dam at the time of the explosion will thus resemble those near any large explosion, i.e., significant noise and perhaps some perceived vibration of the ground immediately after the explosion. The noise from the explosion will likely be heard throughout the City and to points some distance outside the City. Although there will be a surge of water through the breach in the dam immediately after the breach is accomplished, no downstream flooding is anticipated.


On the day of the breach, there will be a secured area surrounding the dam to protect individuals from any hazards associated with the explosion. A map of the secured area will be published in the Free Lance-Star prior to February 23. The map will also be posted on the City of Fredericksburg’s website (www.e-fredericksburg.com) no later than February 15. Generally, individuals will not be permitted anywhere between Fall Hill Avenue and the river downstream of the dam on the Fredericksburg side of the river until a point east of Village Lane. On the Stafford County side of the river, the secured area will include an area approximately five hundred yards from the dam. There are very few occupied dwellings within the secured area and the owners/residents of those dwellings will be contacted directly prior to February 23.


The portion of the river from the I-95 bridge upstream of the dam to the Chatham Bridge (Route 3) downstream of the dam will be included in the secured area and no persons will be permitted on the river in boats, canoes, kayaks or in any other manner between these two points on the day of the event.


Law enforcement officers from the City of Fredericksburg, Stafford County and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries will be posted at various locations around the perimeter and within the secured area to prevent access by authorized persons. All necessary actions, including arrest for trespassing, will be taken to prevent unauthorized persons from being within the secured area in the period immediately prior to and at the time of the breach. 

What impact will the event have on traffic on Fall Hill Avenue?

Fall Hill Avenue between Normandy Avenue to the west and Hanson Avenue to the east will be closed beginning at 8:00 AM on the day of the event and will remain closed until at least 2:00 PM. Vehicle traffic will be detoured through Normandy Village via a clearly marked detour during this period. 


Traffic will be stopped completely on Fall Hill Avenue from Hanson Avenue westward to Wicklow Drive for a period of several minutes prior to the breach of the dam until several minutes after the breach.

What special preparations should I make if I am planning to attend the outdoor ceremony?


Seating will be limited at the outdoor ceremony, so persons desiring to have seats should arrive early. Attendees should be prepared for the noise associated with the explosion. Although ear plugs are not considered to be essential, disposable ear plugs will be distributed free to those who dire to wear them. Attendees should consider that small children or others who tend to become alarmed by loud noises may not be comfortable attending the event at the outdoor location. Please do not bring pets to the ceremony. 


Although there is a direct view of the dam from the location of the outdoor ceremony, this point is over 1,000 yards from the dam. Persons who have access to binoculars, opera glasses, etc. may want to bring them for a better view of the explosion.

For more information:

http://www.nao.usace.army.mil/projects/embrey/embrey.html
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