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MEDIA ADVISORY  

For Immediate Release – February 20, 2004

For More Information Contact:

Karen Hedelt, City of Fredericksburg, 540-372-1216
Media Information 

Embrey Dam Breaching

Monday, February 23

Just after 12 noon, the US Army Corps of Engineers will blast a 100-foot hole in Embrey Dam on the Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg, Virginia.  Elected officials and agency leaders will join a large crowd of spectators to witness the breach of the dam.
Important Media Information 

· Location:  The Embrey Dam demolition viewing area is in Fredericksburg on Fall Hill Avenue between Village Lane and Linden Avenue. 

· Directions:  From I-95, take Exit 130-A, which is Rt. 3 East.  Continue on Rt. 3 through five traffic lights, then take the exit ramp to go North on U.S. 1.  Continue on U.S. 1 to the fifth traffic light, which is Fall Hill Avenue.  Turn left on Fall Hill Avenue and continue for three blocks.  An attendant will direct you to media parking.  Expect traffic to be heavy on February 23 and parking to be congested in the vicinity of the staging area.  If possible, please carpool to the area.  

· Media Passes:  To access the viewing and interview areas, all media will be required to display a media pass.  Passes will be available at a sign-in tent, which will open at 8 a.m. at the intersection of Fall Hill Avenue and Village Lane.  Be prepared to show photo identification from your news organization.   

· Video/Photo Coverage Locations:  Two fixed camera locations will be available.  One location will be in the audience area in front of the speaker’s platform.  The other site has a vantage point of the location where Senator Warner will order the demolition with a view of the dam behind him.   Note:  Post-blast interviews will be conducted at this site.   

Reserved parking for satellite uplink trucks will be available within 150 yards of the media area.   Additional media parking will be available on Village Lane.  Parking will be limited.  Please carpool if possible.   

· Close-in Photography of Blast:  Remote still photography from the immediate blast will be available on the AP wire.

· Flight Restrictions:  From the Embrey Dam, a 1000-foot vertical and 2000-foot horizontal “no fly” zone will be in effect from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. the day of the demolition.   

Timeline   

8:00 p.m.

Media sign-in begins.  

A detour of Fall Hill Avenue begins.  

Satellite uplink vehicle parking is permitted on Fall Hill Avenue.   

11:00 a.m.  

Public ceremony begins.   

11:55 a.m. 

Announcements regarding the blast procedure.

11:58 a.m.  

Senator Warner and others gather in position for the breach of the dam.   

12:04 p.m.  

Sirens in the vicinity of the dam sound for 30 seconds, after which a ten second count-down begins.

12:05 p.m.  

The breach of the Embrey Dam.

12:15 p.m.  

Demolition team inspects the dam post-blast to determine whether a “clean up” blast is required.

12:20 - 2:00 p.m.  

Clean up blast, if required.  

“All clear” issued as soon as possible for immediate dam area.  
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