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555 RED HORSE Squadron

Mission
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The primary mission of the 555 RED HORSE Squadron (Rapid Engineering Deployable Heavy Operational Repair Squadron Engineer) is worldwide construction in support of combat air forces. The 555th is one of two Reserve Command RED HORSE teams.  PACAF is the gaining Command in the event of activation. The unit consists of approximately 120 mobility positions including 8 fulltime personnel and 112 reservists. The Triple Nickel is a self-sufficient, combat engineering squadron with the primary task being Construction and Heavy Repair of Airfields and other pavement surfaces, employing 55 Heavy Equipment operators.  There is also a full contingent of vertical trades such as electricians, structures and utilities for facility construction. The self-sufficient part comes from our internal support by services, supply, vehicle maintenance, medical, and administration troops. The 555th is a Total Force Unit aligning with the 254 RED HORSE Flight, an Air Guard unit at Camp Murray, Washington, and both supporting the active duty 554 RHS located at Osan AFB, Korea upon activation. This is the first Total Force Engineering unit in the Air Force.

Background 

The 555 Civil Engineering Squadron, (Heavy Repair) was activated on 1 October 1965 as a result of increased construction requirements in Viet Nam and was the second of several Heavy Repair squadrons.  It was inactivated in 15 December 1969 after being heavily decorated.  The remaining Heavy Repair units were renamed “RED HORSE” squadrons, which is an acronym for Rapid Engineering Deployable Heavy Operational Repair Squadron Engineers.

The concept of the 555 RHS began in 1998 when PACAF identified a shortfall after draw downs left the 554 RHS short of manning and not fully mission capable.  They submitted a request to Air Staff to increase the manning but the request was denied.  It was at this time that the Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve Command offered to round out the 554th by each taking a part of the total squadron and provide staffing with “Citizen Soldiers”.  

The Beddown proposal for the 555th to be located at Nellis was approved by Air Staff in June 2001 and the Organizational Change Request, identifying the unit as an official Air Force organization, was approved and effective 1 October 2001.
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