[image: image1.wmf]US Army Corps

Of Engineers

Norfolk District


U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers
Norfolk District

News Release

Contact: Diana Bailey or Nancy Allen

       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Phone: (757) 441-7673
               

       November 24, 2003

03-18


Corps Finds No Impact From Former Ordnance Depot on Offshore Area at TCC

Public Meeting about Proposed Plan

December 4  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has successfully completed environmental investigation activities in the marine area offshore of the Former Nansemond Ordnance Depot (FNOD). Results of this investigation indicate that the contaminants associated with FNOD are not present in river sediments in concentrations that would pose a risk to human health or the environment.

As a result, the Corps is proposing no further action for the “offshore area”. The Corps will present this proposed plan at its next public meeting.  The meeting will be held on December 4 from 6 to 7 p.m. at the Bon Secours Health Center at Harbour View located at 5818 Harbour View Boulevard in Suffolk in the second floor conference room.

The study included three miles of river from the James River near the I-664 bridge to the Nansemond River near the GE facility from the Mean Lower Low (MLL) water mark (approximately 200 feet from shore) to approximately 1 mile offshore.  The Corps hired SAIC to conduct environmental characterization activities, an ecological risk assessment, and a human health assessment of this area. The conclusion from these studies is that there are no human health or ecological impacts from the former depot in the Offshore Area.  

The public information session will include: 

· Exhibit Displays & Availability Session from 6:00-6:30 p.m. covering:

· Offshore Study Area

· Offshore Area Studies

· Offshore Area Environmental Characterization Study

· Human Health Risk Assessment
· Ecological Risk Assessment
· Proposed Plan & Public Comment Period
· Opportunities to meet and talk one-on-one with project personnel, restoration advisory board members, and federal and state agency representatives from the Army Corps, EPA, and the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ).

· A presentation about the Offshore Area Study and Proposed Plan is expected to begin at 6:30 p.m. and last about 20 minutes.  A question-and-answer period will follow until 7:00 p.m.

· A Restoration Advisory Board Meeting (RAB) will be held at the same location and in the same room from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  These meetings are open to the public.  Anyone interested is encouraged to stay for the meeting.

“We are really hoping to get public input on the Offshore Area proposed plan before we take action,” says Adriane James, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FUDS Program Manager. Both the draft plan and associated documents are available on the project web site at: http://www.nao.usace.army.mil/Projects/nansemond/welcome.html 

Public comments will be accepted until January 4, 2004.  

Oral and written comments should be directed to:

David Wigle, Project Manager, 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District

803 Front Street, Norfolk, 23510-1096.  

Phone: 757-441-7507; or e-mail, David.E.Wigle@usace.army.mil

Media Advisory

Tour of site scheduled for Dec. 5
As part of the continuing community involvement effort at FNOD, a tour of the site is planned Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. until noon.  The purpose of the tour is to provide members of the Restoration Advisory Board a first-hand look at project progress.  Members of the media are also welcome to take advantage of this opportunity.  Those interested in attending should meet at the Beasley Building on the Tidewater Community College campus by 9:55.  Please confirm your attendance by calling David Wigle at the Norfolk District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 757-441-7507. 
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