FLOOD CONTROL

During Water Year (WY) 2006, the upper James River Basin received below normal precipitation.  This precipitation was widely scattered throughout the year.  The months of October 2005, February 2006, March 2006, May 2006 and September 2006 all received at least 1 inch below normal rainfall.  The months of June 2006 and August 2006 both received over 1 inch above normal rainfall.  Overall, the basin precipitation was almost 6 inches below normal for the water year.  There were 2 separate flood release operations from Gathright Dam during WY 2006.  This is below the average of five flood releases per year experienced since the project began normal operations in 1982.  


A storm in late June 2006 resulted in $750,000 in flood damages being prevented by the operation of the Gathright Dam and Lake Moomaw project.  There were also small floods where damages were prevented by the Scottsville Local Flood Protection project and the Norfolk Floodwall project in WY 2006.  Table B-2 provides information on the historic flood damages prevented by Norfolk District projects.

TOTAL DAMAGES PREVENTED BY CENAO PROJECTS

($1000, SEPTEMBER 2006 PRICE LEVELS)

        Project/Basin                    

Cumulative

Gathright Dam & Lake Moomaw                  
$ 252,032
(James River)                                
since 1977

James R. Olin Flood Protection               
$   5,187
(James River)                                
since 1995

Scottsville Local Flood Protection (LFP)     
$   8,035
(James River)                                
since 1989

Richmond Water Purification Plant LFP        
See Note (1)
(James River)                                
since 1999

Richmond LFP                                 
$  39,815
(James River)                                
since 1992

New Market Creek Section 205 LFP             
$  40,178
(James River)                                
since 1972

Norfolk Floodwall Hurricane Protection       
$  13,095
(Chesapeake Bay)                             
since 1968

Virginia Beach Streams - Canal #2 LFP        
$  16,181
(Atlantic Coast of Virginia)                 
since 1990

Virginia Beach Hurricane Protection 


$  94,432
(Atlantic Coast of Virginia)                 
since 2002

Sandbridge Beach Hurricane Protection 


$  26,487
(Atlantic Coast of Virginia)                 
since 2002

TOTALS                                       
$ 495,442
(1)  The Richmond Water Purification Plant LFP project justification is based on intangible benefits, including fire and health threat benefits.  Therefore, no damages prevented are computed for this project.

