
 

 1

MEETING SUMMARY, FORMER NANSEMOND ORDNANCE DEPOT (FNOD) 
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAB) 

 
To:  RAB Members, Interested Parties 
From:  Adriane James, U.S. Army Corps Government Co-Chair 

Sandra Chaloux, CEC, Inc., RAB Facilitator 
Re:  August 5, 2004 RAB Meeting Summary 
 
RAB Members Present: 
Don McDaniel 
Adriane James 
Bruce Johnson 
Debbie Miller 
Marian “Bea” Rogers 
David Saunders 
Carl Serrette 
Rob Thomson 
Ed Wallingford 
David Wigle 
Bert Thompson for Tim Fink 
Steven Wright for Tom O’Grady 
 
RAB Facilitator Present: 
Sandra Chaloux 
 
RAB Members Absent: 
Tim Fink 
Kevin Mattonen 
Tom O’Grady 
Cherie Walton 
 

Affiliation: 
GE 
USACE, Gov’t. Co-Chair 
Respass Beach 
VDEQ 
Community Co-Chair 
Bennett’s Creek 
Burbage Grant 
EPA 
VDOT 
USACE FNOD Project Manager 
TCC 
City of Suffolk 
 
 
CEC, Inc. 
 
 
TCC 
Cedar Crest Hall 
City of Suffolk 
Reactives Management Corporation 
 

 
6:35 p.m. Introduction and Welcome/Call to Order  

(Sandra Chaloux – CEC, Inc.)  
The meeting was called to order.  RAB members and guests then introduced themselves.  No 
corrections were noted for the June 2004 RAB meeting summary. 

 
6:40 p.m. Army Corps Update  (David Wigle & Cheryl Fromme-USACE) 

David Wigle provided a handout of his PowerPoint presentation along with executive 
summaries of the Abandoned Steam Heating Plant and the Marine Corps Power Generation 
plant. 
 
Nearshore Area Study 
SAIC just collected 12 core samples in the Nearshore Area.  This area covers the shoreline from 
the mean low water line out approximately 200 feet from shore.  The Corps is still evaluating 
the preliminary results of the sampling effort.  David said that the initial results look like there 
are no toxicity issues but that the Corps needs to complete its review.  The samples were 
collected down to 6 feet.  Two of these samples were collected at the Nansemond River Beach 
and the rest were collected along the James River beach. 

  
Land Use Control Implementation Plan 
The Corps still does not have a signed Memorandum of Agreement from the City of Suffolk.  
David said that the Corps will touch base with the City again about it.  Rick said that Cindy 
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Taylor was coordinating this for the City.  Steven Wright (City of Suffolk) said he would check 
on it. 
 
David said the Corps attended the June 16 City of Suffolk public hearing on the Bridgeway LP 
rezoning proposal.  David said the Corps was concerned about residential development on the 
former Dominion Lands II parcel because this parcel was an ordnance kick-out area when the 
property was used by the Former Nansemond Ordnance Depot.  The Corps completed ordnance 
removal efforts on this parcel several years back.  David said that East West Partners agreed to 
place a deed restriction on the property restricting its use to open space only and have no plans 
to put homes on it. 
 
Discarded Military Munitions (DMM) Removal Update 
GE property - Zapata Engineering is continuing work along Welner Drive with 2 crews.  GE is 
looking to subdivide the property to facilitate the sale of the property.  Three additional 
investigation grids have been added to the 16 that were originally mapped out for this area.  The 
types of DMM items that have been recovered there so far have included: 20 mm, 40 mm, 81 
mm mortar, and a 3-inch HE projectile. 
 
David reported that the mechanical sifter was shipped to the FNOD site today (Aug. 5).  It 
should be operational by early September (now early October). 
 
A total of 93 DMM items have been recovered by the Corps at FNOD over the last 2 months (as 
of July 30).  About half of these items were booster adapters that were found in a pit at the 
Nansemond River Beachfront.  A total of 110 DMM items have been recovered by the Corps at 
FNOD in 2004. 
 
Pesticide Drum Area 
The contaminants of concern at this site are dieldrin and dioxin.  The Corps completed sampling 
earlier in the year and found that these contaminants are limited to the upper 6-inches of soil in 
a concentrated area.  The Corps is proceeding with an Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis 
(EE/CA) at the site versus a Remedial Investigation/Feasibiltiy Study.  The state is the lead 
regulator for this effort.  David said that it will take between 6 to 12 months to complete the 
EE/CA before removal of the contaminated soil will begin.  David said that he hoped that the 
Corps would be holding a public meeting to discuss the cleanup alternatives explored in the 
EE/CA study in February 2005.  Bea asked where the soil would be sent.  David said that it 
would have to go to a facility (referred to as a TSD facility) that is approved by EPA and that 
can treat the contaminated soil.  David said he wasn’t sure what facility they would use yet.  
David estimated that aprroximately 40 cubic yards of contaminated soil needs to be removed.  
(A dump truck can typically haul about 10 cubic yards). 
 
Track K Dump-Tire Pile Area 
The contaminants of concern at the site are dieldrin and dioxin.  The contamination is fairly 
localized and is also located in the upper 6-inches of the soil.  Soil sampling was collected at the 
site in February of this year.  The Corps is proceeding with a human health and ecological risk 
assessment at the site.  David speculated that the risk assessment will probably indicate that the 
risk is low and that no further action is needed. 
 
Horseshoe Pond Anomalies 
There are two anomalies in the pond that the Corps needs to investigate further to determine 
whether they are discarded military munitions (DMM), hazardous waste related, or just debris.  
The Corps collected water samples last month.  The preliminary results of the water samples 
indicate that there aren’t any exceedances of contaminants but the Corps still needs to complete 
this evaluation.  The Corps will compare the results with the State’s water quality discharge 
standards for surface water.  This information will be incorporated into Zapata Engineering’s 
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dewatering plan.  Hopefully in the next few months Zapata can get out there and investigate the 
anomalies. 
 
Nansemond River Beachfront (NRB) 
David said that the Corps is conducting soil and groundwater sampling near the former 
wastewater treatment plant clarifier beds.  The Corps is looking for explosives, metals, Volatile 
Organic Compounds (VOCs), and semi-volative organic compounds (SVOCs).  The Corps will 
also be conducting a geophysical investigation of the bluff area and beach.  The field work is 
scheduled to begin in September 2004. 
 
Steam Heating Plant 
This steam heating plant was located between College Drive and Wellner Drive (formerly Park 
Drive).  It first appeared in a 1954 aerial photo and was demolished by TCC in 1990.  In 
addition to the plant building, there were three 25,000 gallon underground storage tanks at the 
site.  In December 1994, the Corps removed the three tanks along with 1,200 gallons of #6 
heating oil.  The excavation area at the site where the Corps removed the tanks was 
approximately 60 feet wide by 60 feet long and about 20 feet deep.  Following the first removal, 
eight soil samples were collected at the bottom of the excavation pit.  Seven of the eight soil 
samples were above VDEQs reporting limits for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPHs).  
VDEQ’s reporting limit is 100mg/kg.  The samples ranged in concentrations between 120 and 
8300 mg/kg.  The Corps then conducted additional excavations in the pit and removed 
approximately 100 more cubic yards of the soil.  The contaminated soil was removed from the 
site and transported to an appropriate disposal facility.  The Corps is proposing to VDEQ that 
no other sampling is needed at the site.  Bea asked if the transformers at the site contained 
PCBs.  David said he didn’t know if the transformers were sampled for PCBs but he said he 
would check with Cheryl Fromme. (Note: No additional sampling is recommended even though 
there was one sample result at 120 mg/kg.  This is because this single sample result was found 
20 feet below the surface and is well below what is generally considered the residential zone for 
construction. Also, the remaining area of soil contamination is considered to be very small in 
extent. Finally, the sample was collected in 1994.  Therefore, the team assumes that the sample 
has naturally deteriorated and will continue to until the petroleum is completely biodegraded.  
As for the transformers, after this meeting David asked Tim Fink if he knew if the transformers 
were tested for PCBs since TCC demolished the building.  Tim reported that there was nothing 
in the file report indicating that the transformers were sampled.) 
 
Staff Gauge Installation 
This is part of the sitewide groundwater study being conducted by the Corps.  These gauges 
provide information for the groundwater model to determine how surface water in the area 
affects groundwater flow.  The gauges are located at TCC Lake, J-Lake, Dominion Pond, GE 
Pond, the Horseshoe Pond, the Nansemond and James Rivers, and Streeter Creek.  These new 
staff gauges satisfies EPA’s request for more data in the model.  David showed pictures of the 
staff gauges installed.  Bea asked if they were more sturdy this time.  David said they were  
more sturdy this time and should be able to weather a storm like last year’s hurricane. 
 
Fiscal Year 2004 Project Priorities 
The following is a summary of the investigations that have been funded and underway this year: 

• GE -Main Burning Ground: Continue DMM removal efforts 
• TCC - North Athletic Field Burn Layers Site Investigation- looking at locations where 

burn layers were reported during 2000 ordnance surface clearance efforts. 
• Tracks G, H, & I Areas of Concern site investigations 
• Marine Corps Power Generation plant site investigation and ecological risk assessment 
• Nansemond River Beachfront and Wastewater treatment plant site investigations –

additional sampling based upon regulatory review 
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• Pesticide Drum Area Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) 
• Tire Pile Area remedial investigation 
• TCC Lake Remedial Investigation and screening level ecological risk assessment 
• James River Beachfront Remedial Investigation 

 
Budget – As of August 4, 2004, the Corps had contracted $4,027,000 of its $4,579,500 budget 
for the FNOD project for this fiscal year.  Recent contracts awarded by the Corps were for the 
following efforts: 
 

• JRB Remedial Investigation 
• Tracks G, H, & I site investigations 
• Additional core samples nearshore study 
• Ecological risk assessment near the former Marine Corps Power Generation plant 

 
 

Defense Supply Center in Richmond (DSCR)– David was asked by the DSCR RAB to come to 
their meeting July 12 to discuss how the FNOD RAB operates.  Bea was also invited to attend 
but was not able to attend the meeting in Richmond.  Bea said she has not been contacted by 
anyone from this RAB.  David said that DSCR RAB community co-chair may attend a future 
FNOD RAB meeting. 
 

7:45 p.m RAB Business 
 
Landowner Updates 
City of Suffolk – Steven Wright said the City has been interested in rezoning the former 
Dominion Lands property to office and institutional versus industrial to lessen the intensity of 
development along the corridor and to minimize trucks and heavy industry from this area.  The 
City is working with TCC for a future development plan for the TCC property.  Rick 
emphasized that it will be very important for the City to stay informed about the environmental 
conditions of the TCC property as the investigations continue so that future development plans 
are appropriate.  Rick said that the Corps can’t currently tell the City which parcels on the TCC 
property are squeaky clean and which are not. 
 
Issues and Concerns to be addressed by the Corps 
None mentioned. 
 
RAB Business 
Bea reported that she had attended a Military Munitions Response Training sponsored by the 
Army Corps Norfolk District on June 23.  Bea offered to share her binder of information that 
she received from the training with any of the RAB members that wanted to review it.  
She said she thought the training was very interesting. 
 
Sandra reported that the FNOD Restoration Newsletter went out in July to approximately 3,400 
people near the site.  It included a parent advisory based on recommendations that Cliff Walden 
made at the last RAB meeting.  Sandra asked the City if they could provide the Corps with 
information on Harbour View and the new neighborhoods being built so that she can be sure to 
include these addresses in the newsletter mailing database. 
 
Bea asked Sandra if she had heard anything more from Branch Lawson (East West Partners) 
about whether he or a representative from his organization is interested in participating on the 
RAB.  Bea requested that Sandra follow-up with him. 
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Adriane thanked the RAB for meeting at the earlier time.  Adriane asked the RAB their 
thoughts about dropping the August RAB meeting next year since it is a month that many 
people take vacations. Adriane suggested that the RAB talk more about this at the next RAB 
meeting.  Other meeting schedule suggestions from 2005 included meet in September and 
November instead of October and December, or meeting in the odd months instead of the even 
months.  She asked the RAB members to think about it and to come to the next meeting 
prepared to discuss it. 

 
 

8:00 p.m. Public Comment Period / Q&A 
  none 
 

 Establish Action Items/Set Agenda and Date for Next RAB Meeting 
The next RAB meeting was set for October 7, 2004.  The RAB meeting will be held at the Bon 
Secours Health Center at Harbour View at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting room is on the second floor.   
 
 
Agenda items for the next RAB meeting: Usual updates 
 
Action items:  

• Steven Wright/Tom O’Grady to report to RAB about status of the City signing the Land 
Use Control Memorandum of Agreement and new neighborhoods being developed near 
the site 

• David to report back on whether PCBs were sampled for at the Abandoned Steam 
Heating plant 

 
8:30 p.m. Meeting Adjourned 
 

Others Present: 
Bill Hudson 
Rick Aiken 
Harry Wheeler, Jr. 
Pat Genzler 
Cliff Walden 
Robert Phillips, Jr. 
Michael Winningham 
Andy Winch 
Brett Waller 
Steven Wright 

Affiliation: 
Community Involvement Coordinator, EPA  
J.M. Waller & Associates 
Tech Law, Inc. 
Virginia Community College System 
Zapata Engineering 
Thalhimer/Cushman & Wakefield 
Zapata Engineering 
VDOT 
VDOT 
Suffolk Econ Development 

 


