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Background Bl b
In May 1998, an Army Corps contractor 5{{///////7%4//////
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discovered human remains in an unmarked 7

. 7,

grave during a cleanup effort at the Fo.rrner %/’{

Nansemond Ordnance Depot. The single %%%,7/
o

human burial was found on the James River ,/Z/’//;‘/'

beachfront in Suffolk, Virginia, adjacent to the

Interstate 664 Monitor-Merrimac Bridge-

Tunnel on property now owned by the

Virginia Community College System.
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Location where remains were found. % 7 ”""/” 4, % 7
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olice reburied the remains where they were 'Z/////Z('{/:///“{// ¢ '”’"' 5
Poli buried th ins where they ////;(‘//7///{1///,//// 54

The Corps called the Suffolk Police to /‘ 7
determine if the remains were a result of a 7 ///)/u
recent crime. The Suffolk Police removed a '/ N

.

portion of the remains and took them to the
Notrfolk medical examiner’s office for /
investigation. They determined that the bones
were too old to be evidence of a recent
homicide. After the investigation, the Suffolk

found. The Corps placed a protective cover

on the burial site to prevent additional erosion /7/‘4//'// (/(/“//"%'/ 7 / S

the burial site to p t additional /////////(//////////%//%”M ;,,Z/.
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while they developed a plan of action to deal 77 .
with the remains. The Corps then contacted ://f%//a///:

2
the Virginia Department of Historic ‘///m///a//{;/
Resources to determine what to do. It /

became apparent that the only way to save

7
o

4.

7

4740490745

- .
the remains would be to move them. :%//'//é’:(//:{? %
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Reburial Permit (Continued)
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Community Outreach Efforts

Public outreach efforts about the reburial
effort began in January 2003. An article
ran in the Virginian-Pilot about the remains
on January 7. A variety of regional and
national media coverage followed.

. Response was immediate and
4 T overwhelming. The Army Corps received

T responses from the office of Virginia

i /'W{/ 3 ngressman Ran orbes and four
/j/,/,///% //, ¢ f::hur%hes interesI:ed i? plzrtitl:)ipatingdirf the
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et
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7%//4;/( &/:///////; 7 % ';. reburial effort. The Corps then mailed

letters and questionnaires to a variety of

/ 277, Yord
w//,{ W6 7,7,/, interested parties to obtain preliminary
44 ( e (el

input on potential reburial locations and

an approptiate ceremony.

u//‘/t/:’(/ 5 :///4 9// B 4/%‘:// Three community meetings followed to

n///// /, M%%//%/ f{(/ﬁr///» plan the event.

WW%W At the first meeting, the Corps provided

/%M%WW background information  about

%W%W the remains and the reburial permit
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Community Outreach Efforts (Continued)

requirements. Community members were
asked to recommend possible reburial locations
and dates for the ceremony. Community
members recommended June 21, 2003 as the
reburial date because it is the first Saturday after
June 19" or Juneteenth. June 19" is the oldest
known celebration of the ending of slavery.
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The community group also turned its attention
to a suitable reburial site andrecommended
three possible reburial locations for the Corps
to evaluate including: Oakland Cemetery
(owned and operated by Little Bethel Baptist
Church), Canaan Baptist Church Cemetery, and
Macedonia A.M.E. Church Cemetery. The
Corps used several criteria to evaluate the
reburial locations including:

* Proximity to the original burial site
(in Suffolk)

*  Perpetual Care

*  Public accessibility

* Ceremony to reflect the historic
importance of the deceased

e Ability for reburial to be completed
in a timely manner

A committee was also formed to develop a
plan for the reburial ceremony. The
committee included the pastors from Little
Bethel Baptist Church, First Baptist Church on
Mahan Street, and Macedonia A.M.E church.

At the second reburial planning meeting, the
Corps announced the selection of Oakland
Cemetery as the reburial location after careful
review. Planners then focused on planning
the service. Meeting attendees reviewed the
proposed reburial ceremony details prepared
by the committee of pastors and discussed

grave marker options and citations.

Planning Committee Meeting

The third and final reburial planning meeting
was held on May 6. The community work
group agreed on a grave marker citation and
a bronze plate citation for the new burial site.
They also discussed coordination efforts with
Oakland Christian Church (the church
adjacent to the Oakland Cemetery); flowers
for the service; the casket/vault; the graveside
service; possible change of the reburial date;
the ceremony location; and a documentary
that was proposed for the event.
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The following community members were involved in the reburial planning effort:
Paul Gillis CONGRESSMAN RANDY FORBES’ OFFICE Rev. Steven Blunt FirsT BAPTIST CHURCH, MAHAN ST.
& KappA ALPHA PsI FRATERNITY Harvey Whitney  FirsT BAPTIST CHURCH, MAHAN ST.
Rev. Mae Lawson PasTor, MaceponiA AME CHuURCH Clifton Gwaltny FIrsT BAPTIST CHURCH, MAHAN ST.
Brenda Lee MaceponiA AME CHURCH George Richards FIrsT BAPTIST CHURCH, MAHAN ST.
Rev. Donald Allen Litrie BeTHEL BAPTIST CHURCH Henry Blunt F1rsT BAPTIST CHURCH, MAHAN ST.
Fritz Whitfield LitTLe BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH Charles Christian ~ NAACP & FirsT BAPTIST CHURCH, MAHAN ST.
Laurna Taylor Litrie BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH William Hill CROCKETT FUNERAL HoME
Tiffany Wilson Litrie BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH Bea Rogers FNOD RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD
Lawrence Watford Litrie BETHEL BApTIST CHURCH CoMMuUNITY Co-CHAIR
Rev. Larry Thomas New Hope BapTisT CHURCH
\, J




Reburial Details

As stated at the first planning meeting, the ritual to link attendees with the past), and
reburial ceremony will provide the community a solo/tribute to women in the form of
with the opportunity to reflect on the historical an old Negro hymn.
and social relevance of this woman’s life and
educate future generations. During the ceremony, there will also be a
vigil in which women will release butterflies
The reburial ceremony will be held at 11 a.m. ot doves in memory of this woman.
on June 21* at the First Baptist Church located
at 112 Mahan Street in downtown Suffolk. A team of filmmakers associated with
The ceremony will be jointly conducted by First Little Bethel Baptist Church is producing
Baptist Church and Little Bethel Baptist a documentary about the reburial entitled
Church and will include statements of “Ireading a Slave Woman’s Path.” The
expression by a number of civic and religious documentary will attempt to answer
leaders in the area. The eulogy will be delivered questions about the woman being rebutied
by Dr. Jerome Ross who is the Professor of and will provide some historical
Old Testament and Hebrew Studies at the information about where was she buried,
Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology how she was found, and who she was.
of Virginia Union University in Richmond, The filmmakers plan to interview local
Virginia. The public is welcome and historians and Army Corps representatives.
encouraged to attend. They also plan to incorporate the reburial
ceremony into the documentary. Their
A graveside service will be held immediately goal is to make the documentary available
following the ceremony at Oakland Cemetery to the Virginia Department of Education
on Godwin Boulevard in Chuckatuck. The and area schools.

cemetery is owned and operated by Little
Bethel Baptist Church and is adjacent to the
Oakland Christian Church Cemetery.

The graveside service led by Rev. Donald Allen
will include an African drummer during
the procession, a libation (a religious

Contact Information Project Web Site

http://www.nao.usace.army.mil/Projects/

For more information, please contact:
» P Nansemond/welcome.html

Adriane James - FUDS Program Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District [ /
S s Information Repository
Email: Adriane.B.James@usace.army.mil Information about the Former Nansemond

Ordnance Depot project is available for public review

L . I Li
Tim Thompson - Project Archaeologist at the Tidewater Community College Library

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District 7000 College Drive Portsmouth, VA
Phone: 804-734-4974 Library Hours: 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through
Email: Timothy.A.Thompson@usace.army.mil Thursday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday

*This fact sheet was created by Chaloux Environmental Communications, Inc. (CEC) for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
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