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Wolf announces additional funds for Avtex
By: Jonathon Shacat

   The Department of Defense has released $6 million in key funding needed to continue demolition work at the Avtex Superfund site in Front Royal, 10th district Rep. Frank R. Wolf announced Wednesday.

    The $6 million, which was included in the 2004 defense appropriations bill, was approved by the House of Representatives on July 8.  The Senate passed it Sept. 25, President Bush signed the defense bill Sept. 30.

    “The bottom line is we can continue to work at Avtex,” said Al Opstal, project manager for the Army Corps of Engineers.  

    The Avtex Fibers plant was once the world’s largest manufacturer of rayon, a material used for parachutes and jump suits during World War II and for NASA’s space shuttle program.  The property was declared an Environmental Protection Agency Superfund site in 1986.  The plant was open from 1940 to 1989.

    Dan Scandling, Wolf’s chief of staff, said additional funding for Avtex is on its way through the congressional pipeline.

    The House approved $5 million in the 2004 energy and water appropriations bill July 18.  It cleared the Senate on Nov. 18.  The energy and water bill, which is now lumped in a massive spending measure, was approved by the House on Monday.  The Senate is not expected to take action on the spending bill until January.  Scandling said the omnibus appropriations bill can’t be altered because it is a conference report that was settled on by the House and Senate negotiators.

    The Avtex property, owned by the Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority, is being prepared for redevelopment.  When the project is complete, it will be the home to a 240-acre conservancy park, a 30-acre soccer complex, a 160-acre business park and a 10-acre retail commercial development in the old Avtex parking lot.

    Previously, more than $12 million in federal funds was provided to clean up the Avtex Superfund site, through the Formerly Used Defense Sites Program in 2000 and through civil works funding under the 1999 water and energy bill.  The additional $11 million is necessary because the environmental cleanup was more expensive than expected, Opstal said.
