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Avtex cleanup has 6 more years

Total rehab bill now $120 million
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FRONT ROYAL – The company cleaning up the Avtex Fibers Superfund site expects to finish the project by the end of the decade.

FMC Corp., which had owned the now-defunct manufacturing plant for 13 

years, expects to complete the demolition and waste cleanup by 2009, said site manager Doug Bement.

Rep. Frank R. Wolf, R-10th, toured the 440-acre Avtex site yesterday, weeks after winning congressional approval for $11 million for the rehabilitation.

“We have the money and we have the team in place, and it's going to 

get done,” Wolf said after the tour.  The money is expected to be part of next year’s budget, which starts in October.

The additional funds are needed because cleanup has required more work than anticipated.  Workers are now removing asbestos and demolishing 

buildings, FMC said.

Total rehabilitation costs will be about $120 million, which are being shared by several federal agencies and FMC.

Chicago-based FMC works closely with the Environmental Protection Agency and the state Department of Environmental Quality on the project.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also is performing cleanup work.

Built in the 1930s, the plant was once the largest rayon-manufacturing operation in the United States.  It produced fibers for the military and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  FMC owned the plant from 1963 until 1976.

The federal government made Avtex a Superfund site in 1986. Three 

years later, the DEQ cited the plant for more than 2,000 environmental 

violations for the pollution spewed out of its 365-foot smokestack. 

The toxic chemicals from the operation contaminated the air and the Shenandoah River.

The company that owned it at the time, Avtex Fibers Inc., declared 

bankruptcy and closed the factory.

Warren County and Front Royal plan to convert the site to manufacturing and recreational uses.
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