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Mosquito-harboring reed
Army Corps and Portsmouth partner to spray for invasive reed
The US Army Corps of Engineers has contracted with Summit Helicopters, Inc. to aerially treat Phragmites australis growing on Craney Island. Phragmites is an invasive species of reed that out-competes native vegetation and provides ideal habitat for mosquitoes.  

A helicopter will spray the herbicide Habitat™ over areas of the Craney Island Dredged Material Management Area (CIDMMA) and City of Portsmouth Landfill.  Treatment is scheduled for Sept. 8 to 9, weather permitting.  Habitat™ leaves no visible residue and can be used near water. Residents do not need to take any special precautions; herbicide spraying will not occur near residential areas.

The spraying is a joint effort sponsored by the Army Corps of Engineers and the city of Portsmouth as part of the ongoing effort to control the mosquito population.

[image: image1.jpg]Phragmites Treatment 2006
Craney Island, Portsmouth, VA

Legend

[: USACE Spray Area (~35 acres) Feet
— 0 5001,000 2,000 3,000 4,000
| | Portsmouth Landfill Spray Area (~27 acres)





