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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers initiates Phase 3 study at Buckroe Beach 

What & When:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has begun the third phase of the munitions (ordnance) response effort at Buckroe Beach.  This phase will include a 1-2 day sampling effort to confirm that no explosive residue exists from the munitions that were found and removed. This study (also referred to as a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study) will also evaluate any remaining munitions risk and the long-term safety measures needed at Buckroe Beach.  The Army Corps hopes to complete this study by May 2005. Public input is essential to this effort.  The Army Corps is conducting community interviews from May 3 until May 28 to solicit community input for this study.  Anyone interested in providing input is encouraged to either complete a web-based questionnaire at www.ce-com.com/Buckroe or to call Sandra Chaloux at  800-234-7074 to participate in a brief telephone interview.
 “We feel it is unlikely that someone will encounter munitions at Buckroe Beach after the two previous investigations but we want to make sure that people know what to do if a suspect item surfaces on the beach,” says Adriane James, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project manager.

Who:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been working with the City of Hampton, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to educate the public and to address ordnance issues at Buckroe.
Where:  The U.S. Army Corps’ 2003 investigation efforts have included approximately 19 acres of public beach from Pilot Avenue to the former fishing pier from the edge of the boardwalk out into the shallow surf to water depths of 36 inches at Mean Low Water (MLW).
Background: The U.S. Army Corps field team found and safely removed a total of 19 munitions items during the Phase 1 and 2 investigations in 2003.  The items included 45mm, 75mm, and 76mm empty or sandfilled practice rounds found 18 to 30 inches below the surface. None of these items were deemed to contain explosive materials. 

No munitions items were found on Buckroe Beach during the 2003 beach season or after Hurricane Isabel.
At EPA’s request, the Army Corps initiated its munitions investigation at Buckroe Beach in May 2003 in response to four 76mm munitions items that were found by local metal detector hobbyists during the 2002 beach season.  The munitions resemble large bullets or rusty pipes and are approximately 12 inches long and 3 inches in diameter. Officials suspect that the source of munitions at Buckroe Beach was a 1990 beach replenishment effort that inadvertently dredged offshore sand that contained the ordnance. The munitions items that have been found on Buckroe Beach were used during World War I and II for coastal defense and are no longer used by the military.  
Why Significant:  This effort is being conducted to ensure public safety at this popular beach. Public input is essential to effectively evaluate and implement long-term safety measures at Buckroe Beach.

# # #
1
1

