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Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Architectural Survey Form

DHR ID: 131-5325
Other DHR ID: No Data

Property Information

Property Names

Name ExIpanation
Historic
Historic

Property Addresses

Address Type
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current
Current

County/Independent City(s):
Incor porated Town(s):

Zip Code(s):

Magisterial District(s):

Tax Parcel(s):

USGS Quad(s):

Name
Sunray Agricultural (Rural) Historic District
Sunray Village

Street Number Street Name
No Data Biernot Road
No Data Carlise Road
No Data Compaz Road
No Data Danberry Street
No Data East Road
No Data Hertz Road
No Data Homestead Road
No Data Interstate 64
No Data Old State Road
No Data Peach Avenue
No Data Seldon Road
No Data Sondgj Avenue
No Data Sunray Avenue
No Data Truitt Road

Chesapeake (Ind. City)

No Data

23221

No Data

No Data

BOWERSHILL

Property Evaluation Status

NRHP Listing
VLR Listing
This Property is associated with the Sunray Agricultural (Rural)
Historic District.
Street Direction Alt. Route Number
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data
No Data No Data

Additional Property Information

Ar chitecture Setting:
Acreage:
Site Description:

Rural
1,264

2006: The Sunray Agricultural Historic District is defined by agrarian fields divided by brackish-water ditches and early 20th century
farmhouses with associated outbuildingsin arural setting. A single asphalt roadway flanked by brackish-water ditches accesses the
district area. Tree stands, roadways and ditches divide the rectangular agrarian fields.

Surveyor Assessment:

The Sunray Agricultural Historic District was a planned agrarian community of Polish immigrants from the early 20th century. Poles
who immigrated to the United States were encouraged by prospects of work in industrial centers, mining colonies and agricultural
comunities from New Y ork to Chicago. The land on which Sunray islocated was purchased by areal estate developer, and in
conjunction with shipping agents out of New Y ork who assisted the relocation of Polish immigrants, they created a Polish agricultural
community on undeveloped tidal marshes of the Great Dismal Swamp. The colony thrived from itsarrival in the 1910s, draining and
farming the land, building a church and a school, and forming a community organization to protect residents' interests. L ocated
between Portsmouth and Suffolk, access to these major cities was viarailroad connections located in the north. The community retains
its Polish heritage and agricultural function.

See nomination for additional historic information.

Surveyor Recommendation: Legacy
Ownership
Owner ship Category Owner ship Entity
Private No Data
Primary Resour ce I nfor mation
Resour ce Category: Other
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Virginia Department of Historic Resources DHR ID: 131-5325

Architectural Survey Form Other DHR ID: No Data
Resour ce Type: Historic District
Date of Construction: 1908
Historic Time Period: Reconstruction and Growth (1866 - 1916)
Historic Context(s): Domestic, Education, Ethnic/Immigration, Funerary, Religion
Architectural Style: No Data
Form: No Data
Number of Stories: No Data
Condition: No Data
Interior Plan: No Data
Threatsto Resource: None Known

Architectural Description:

The Sunray Agricultural Historic District is defined by agrarian fields divided by brackish-water ditches and early 20th century farmhouses with
associated outbuildings in arural setting. A single asphalt roadway flanked by brackish-water ditches accesses the district area. Early 20th
century vernacular farmhouses are located throughout the district and are simple in form and treatment. Numerous agricultural buildings are
clustered around the farmhouses and are found in the agricultural fields. Near the main entrance road to the farming community and the
intersecting railroad tracks af the now defunct Virginia Railway, there are clustered institutional buildings, such as the Catholic Church with
parish house and school, and the 1920-era public school, which eventually became the Bowers Hill post office. The district retains its integrity
and reflects an early 20th century immigrant farming community.

See nomination for additional and itemized architectural information.

Secondary Resour ce | nformation

Secondary Resour ce #1

Resour ce Category: No Data
Resource Type: No Data
Architectural Style: No Data
Form: No Data
Date of Construction: No Data
Condition: No Data
Threatsto Resource: No Data
Architectural Description:
No Data

Historic District | nfor mation

Historic District Name: Sunray Agricultural (Rural) Historic District
Local Historic District Name: No Data

Historic District Significance: No Data

CRM Events

Event Type: NRHP Listing

DHRID: 131-5325
Staff Name: NPS
Event Date: 5/29/2007
Staff Comment

No Data

Event Type: NRHP Nomination
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Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Architectural Survey Form

DHR ID: 131-5325
Other DHR ID: No Data

DHR ID:

Staff Name:
Event Date:
Staff Comment

Updated on August 14, 2006

Event Type: VLR Listing

DHR ID:

Staff Name:

Event Date:

Staff Comment
No Data

Event Type: PIF

Project Review File Number:

Investigator:
Organization/Company:
Sponsoring Organization:
Survey Date:

Dhr Library Report Number:

Project Staff/Notes:
No Data

131-5325
David, Kimble
7/9/2004

131-5325
DHR
3/19/2003

No Data

Shea, Mark
Unknown (DSS)
No Data
2/6/2002

No Data

Bibliographic I nformation

Bibliography:
No Data
Property Notes:
No Data

Project Bibliographic Information:

No Data
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